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Sunwar language 


Sunwar, Sunuwar, or Koinch koich; other spellings are 

Koinch and Koincha), is a Kiranti language spoken in Nepal and 
India by the Sunwar people . It was first comprehensively attested 
by the Himalayan Languages Project . It is also known as Kbits Lo 
(ctiTsti ^ ; koica lo), Kiranti-Kbits (f^<Tcfl-ct)Ts'>^ ; kirati-koich), 
Mukhiya ; mukhiya)P^^^^ 
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Sunwar 

'd<r|qK/chl$T^| 

Region Nepal 

Native speakers 38,000 (2011)W 

Language Sino-Tibetan 

family 

- Mahakiranti ? 
- Kiranti 


■ Western 
Kiranti 

■ Northwestern 
Kiranti 


■ Sunwar 


Language codes 
ISO 639-3 suz 

Glottolog sunwl 242 (http:// 

glottolog.org/res 
ource/languoid/i 
d/sunwl242)[2i 


Geographical distribution o oo / o i 

Sunwar is spoken in the following locations of Nepal ( Ethnoloque) . Sunwar greeting 

■ Eastern hills of Dolakha District and Ramechhap District , 

Bagmati Pradesh 

■ Northwestern Okhaldhunga District , Province No. 1 

Vocabulary 


Seu+wa+la (Sewala) 






























Sunwar 

English 

Namsewal 

Hello / Good Bye 

Sew 

(Respect) / (Greeting) /1 bow to you 

Maahr 

What 

Dohpachaa 

How to 

Dohshow 

How much 

Dohmoh 

How big 

Go 

1 

Gopuki 

We are 

Ge 

You (informal) 

Gepukhi 

You are (informal) 

Goi 

we (formal) 

GoiPuki 

we are (formal) 

Daarshow 

Beautiful 

Rimso 

Good 

MaDarshow 

Ugly 


Language Structure 


In linguistic typology, a subject+object+verb (SOV) language is one in which the subject, object, and verb 
of a sentence always or usually appear in that order. If English were SOV, "Sam oranges ate" would be an 
ordinary sentence, as opposed to the actual Standard English "Sam ate oranges". (A Grammar of Sunwar) 


Language 

S 

O 

V 

Sunwar 

Go 

Khamay 

Jainu 

English 

1 

Rice 

Eat 


Sunwar people called "Khangsa" sign language with voice and direct action, for foreign people who don't 
understand a sunuwar language. 

Area 


Sunwar language is spoken in villages in Dolakha, Ramechhap and Okhaldhunga, about 120 kilometers east 
of Kathmandu. 

Writing systems 


Though Sunwar is most commonly written with the Devanagari script, a native writing system, Jenticha, has 
seen limited use since the 1940s. Invented by Krishna Bahadur Jenticha in 1942, the Jenticha script (Also 
called jetica brese or koica brese) was initially a pure alphabet, but has since developed alphasyllabic 
characteristics. It has seen use in newspapers, poetry anthologies, academic works, and Sunwar-language 
translations of the proceedings of the Sikkim legislative assembly. 








Numerals and alphabet (Devanagari) 


Numerals 

1 ichi/kaa 2 ni/nishi 3 sa/saam 4 /e 5 nga 
6 ruku/roku 7 chani 8 sas/ 9 10 gau 

Vowels 

'3T a '3TT a ^ i ^ T \5 u ^ u 
e ^ a/ au 3ff ang aha 

Consonants 

ka ^ kha ^ ga ^ gha ^ hga ^ cha ^ chha ^ ja ^ jha 

ha 3 ta ^ tha "S da dha ^ na ^ ta ^ tha ^ da 

?T dha ^ na ^ pa pha ba bha ^ ma ^ ya ^ ra 

^ /a wa sha ^ sra ^ sa ha ^ hha 
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External links 


■ Sunwar language website (http://www.sunuwar.org) 


Retrieved from "https://en.Wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=Sunwar_language&oldid=965408457' 







This page was last edited on 1 July 2020, at 04:37 (UTC). 


Text is available under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike License; additional terms may apply. By using 
this site, you agree to the Thrms of Use and Privacy Policy . Wikipedia® is a registered trademark of the Wikimedia 
Foundation, Inc., a non-profit organization. 



